
Next General Meeting: 
 

“Plants for Success in the Shade Garden” 
1:30 New Members Information Meeting 
Saturday, February 6, 2009 at 2:00 pm 

Bachman’s Heritage Room, Minneapolis, MN 
www.bachmans.com 

Speaker: Dave Wanninger, Beaver Creek Nursery, 
Poplar Grove, IL 

 
Dave Wanninger is chief horticulturist at Beaver Creek 
Nursery, a wholesale nursery located south of Clinton, 
Wisconsin. He also works for Klehm’s Song Sparrow 
Farm, which is the retail mail order/internet sister 
company of Beaver Creek Nursery.  
 
Dave has previously operated a landscaping company 
and was the nursery manager at a large independent 
garden center. He is also a longtime Instructor in the 
Horticulture and Landscaping program at Blackhawk 
Technical College in his hometown of Janesville, 
Wisconsin.   
 
Dave received his Horticulture degree from University of 
Minnesota, but assures us that he bleeds UW Cardinal 
Red, particularly since he, his wife, and all three of his 
kids have attended or are attending UW –Madison. Dave 
embraces a large plant palette, but particularly favors 
hosta, lilies, peonies, and dwarf conifers in his home 
garden. 
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Memberships: 
Minnesota Hosta Society –  
$20 for 2 years, individual or 
family. Send dues to Kathy 
Haram, 12005 Galaxie Ave, 
Apple Valley, MN 55124 
651 271-8963 
 
Midwest Regional Hosta 
Society - $20 / 2 years, Send 
dues to Barb Schroeder 
1819 Coventry Dr. 
Champaign, IL 61822   
American Hosta Society – 
one year $30 individual or $34 
family (for 2 years, $57 
individual, $62 family;  
3 years $80 individual, 
$790family).  Send dues to 
Sandie Markland, AHS 
Membership Secretary,  
P.O. Box 7539 
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

MHS Board meeting was held Saturday, October 3, 2009 at Brooklyn Center Library.   
 
Attendees were Ken Johnson, Ross Johnson, Laura Johnson, Steve Shubick, Kathy 
Haram, Gregg Peterson, Pam Hartley, Mary Schwartzbauer, Lisa Putnam, Connie 
Linder and Barb Tapper.   
 
Discussions included: 

1. The Ramsey Hill/ Summit Hill Historic Society are creating a landscape plan for 
the Governor’s Mansion.  They have requested assistance with planting hostas at 
the Governor’s Mansion.  They would like specimen plants with educational 
labels.  They may accept donations from nurseries and growers, too.  The 
convention committee offered to donate plants after the convention concluded.  
We are looking for a volunteer to spearhead this effort. 

2. The MN Landscape Arboretum is upgrading the hosta glade.  MHS would like to 
assess the plants, time frame and financial need before committing to volunteer 
to assist with the glade.  Concerns were expressed about plant disease problems, 
plant theft problems, and glade maintenance considerations.  Connie Linder will 
get back to Mary Myers from the Arb. To set up a meeting after the first of the 
year.   

3. There was discussion that the member plant sale will be held at the April 10 
meeting.  Tentative pick up day would be May 1.  This is the Rally Day for the 
convention.  This would be a first come, first served sale.  Any extra plants could 
be sold at Blooms Day or sold at the convention.  A separate mailing of an 
interest survey will be sent to members to gauge interest in the member plant 
sale. 

4. The convention committee asked if they could use member email addresses to 
send “blasts” about the convention.  They would refer people to the MHS web 
site for additional convention news.  The convention theme will be “Stars of the 
North”. 

5. At the general meeting, Pam will present the slate of officers, ask for a 
nomination from the floor and then a membership vote will be taken to approve 
the nominees. 

6. A review of future speakers was conducted.  Tentatively Michelle Grabowski 
will be discussing hosta diseases on Feb. 6. We’d also like to arrange for a 
speaker about hosta bugs. 

7. The account balance is $24,125.33.  Myk Hamlin will audit the books at year 
end.  The Elaine Cole will take over the treasurer role. 

8. The holiday party will be Dec. 6. 
 

 
 
The next board and general meeting will be Saturday, Feb. 6, 2010.   
 
Respectfully collected and submitted by Yvonne Lutz. 

President: 
Greg Peterson 651-773-3975 
petersonmn@q.com 
Immediate Past President: 
Ross Johnson 612-799-6829 
ross_jb_johnson@yahoo.com 
Vice President: 
Barb Tapper 952-497-7919 
barbt@westlunddistributing.com 
Treasurer: 
Elaine Cole 651-633-4549 
ecole@comcast.net 
Recording Secretary: 
Lisa Putnam 651-222-8441 
putnamgardens@hotmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
Kathy Haram 651-271-8963 
kharam4024@aol.com 
Newsletter Editors: 
Ross & Laura Johnson 
612-799-6929 
ross_jb_johnson@yahoo.com 
Hostaphile Mailing Socials: 
Darlene Addison 
952-546-3705 
darleneaddison@comcast.net 
Website Editor 
Laura Johnson 612-799-6827 
drl_n_fil@yahoo.com 
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Minutes from the MHS Board Meeting on October 3, 2009 
 



 

 

 

It was three years ago that I was busy potting up 75 of our more valuable hosta plants to 
overwinter as we planned our move to Washington state in the spring of 2007.  We were looking 
forward to beginning our new gardening adventure in the Pacific Northwest, and our favorite 
plant was going to be a part of the move. 

We made the move and settled into our new gardening ‘’Nirvana’ on Bainbridge Island.          
With over twenty different rhododendrons in bloom and five different Japanese maples in our 
gardens, we planted our hosta and started searching for new nurseries and garden centers to 
add to our collection.  While we found plenty of new and different plants to plant in our Zone 7-8 
growing region, we didn’t see a lot of new and different hosta varieties.  We did add to our 
collection as we traveled to two national hosta conventions and by buying new hosta through 
mail order catalogs and the annual AHS on-line auctions. 

The other thing we missed was the social gathering and fellowship that comes with sharing 
the “friendship” plant.   There were no local hosta societies and when you  
talked to other gardeners about hosta, you felt like you were speaking a foreign language.  So 

while our hosta grew very well in the climate of the Puget Sound, I felt a real void in the fellowship of and the sharing of an 
interest in the genus Hosta. 

After we made our decision to relocate back to Minnesota, I started looking forward to renewing our friendships in 
the Minnesota Hosta Society and to reconnecting to the many programs and activities offered to its members.  As President, 
I would like to extend an invitation to each one of you to join us in the upcoming events and programs of 2010. 

As I put to bed for the winter the 250+ hosta varieties that we moved back from Washington, I’m already looking 
forward to next spring and summer and the fabulous opportunities that await us as members of one of the most active and 
vibrant local hosta societies in the country.  Read about many of these program and events in this issue and make plans to 
join us in 2010! 

Yours in the spirit of the “friendship’ plant, 
Gregg Peterson, MHS President 

 

President’s Message 

 

INCOME Projected Actual EXPENSES Projected Actual
Membership 1,800.00            4,047.00      Membership 350.00           795.02       

Plant Sale/Plant of the Year 9,000.00            6,606.00      Plant Sale/Plant of the Year 6,000.00        4,355.70    

Garden Tour 4,500.00            3,255.00      Garden Tour 4,500.00        3,684.88    

Garden Tour Auction 3,000.00            3,903.00      Garden Tour Auction -                 1,291.52    

Holiday Party 2,000.00            967.60         Holiday Party 2,000.00        2,224.33    

Newsletter 2,250.00        1,743.24    

Hospitality 400.00           387.05       

Programs 3,500.00        1,833.62    

Leaf Show 350.00           255.22       

Donations 6,500.00        

AHS convention 2010 5,000.00    

AHS Virus X Research 1,500.00    

AHS Hosta Registration 500.00       

Miscellaneous: Miscellaneous:

  Hosta Finder @ $15.00 450.00               242.38            Hosta Finder @ $13.00 390.00           325.00       

  Hosta Adventure $5.00 132.00            Hosta Adventure -                 250.00       

  Gloves 1,005.00        Gloves 400.00           381.67       

  Mugs, totes   Mugs, totes 950.00           

  Shirts   Shirts 760.00           

Misc. sub total 3,000.00            Misc. sub total 2,500.00        

Donations 100.00         

Operating Expense

 Liability Insurance 440.00           527.00       

Trailer Insurance 107.00           98.00         

Web Site Maintenance 2009 350.00           

  Miscellaneous 363.00           663.98       

Oper. Expense sub total 1,260.00        

Reserve 1,800.00            

TOTALS 25,100.00$        $20,257.98 TOTALS $23,110.00 $25,816.23

Checking Balance 24,125.33$        

Budget/Income/Actual Expense January 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009

 

2009 Annual Budget Recap 



 
 
 
 
 

Just Five QuestionsJust Five QuestionsJust Five QuestionsJust Five Questions    ––––    The The The The MMMM....HHHH....SSSS....    PollPollPollPoll    
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 Kathy Haram Hideko Gowen Gregg Peterson 

 

Yvonne Lutz Pamela Hartley 

What is the ONE hosta no 

garden should be without? 

H. ‘Sagae’ H. ‘June’   H. montana 

‘Aureomarginata’ 

 

H. ‘Striptease’  H. 

‘Sagae’ H. ‘June’  H. 

‘Guacamole’  

H. ‘Sum & Substance’ 

What is the ONE hosta you  

do not have but would like to 

acquire? 

H. ‘Her Eyes Were 

Blue’ 

I can not think of any   H. ‘Gentle Giant’ 

 

H. ‘Abiqua Drinking 

Gourd’ 

H. ‘Minnesota Mafia’ & 

H. ‘Minnesota Nice’  

What is your favorite "Vintage" 

(Introduced before 1990) 

hosta? 

H. ‘Gold Standard’ H. ‘Dorothy Benedict’   H. ‘Krossa Regal’ 

 

H. ‘Frances Williams’ or 

H. ‘Krossa Regal’ 

H. ‘Halcyon’ 

What is your favorite hosta 

introduction in the last couple 

of years? 

 

H. ‘Olive Branch’ H. ‘Touch of Class’   H. ‘American Yeti’    H. ‘First Frost’ H. ‘Mary Schwartzbauer’ 

What is your favorite hosta in 

your garden? 

H. ‘June’, ‘H. ‘Sagae’, 

H. ‘Liberty’, H. 

‘Majesty’, H. ‘Ivory 

Coast’ 

H. ‘Regalia’   H. ‘Striptease’ 

 

H. ‘Striptease’ H. ’Abba Dabba Do’ or 

H. ‘Praying Hands’ 

If you would like to be included in the next poll please send your responces to the following five questions with a photo to: ross_jb_johnson@yahoo.com 
1) What is your favorite hosta received as a gift and who did you receive it from? 
2) What is the most money you have witnessed being spent on a hosta, which one and where? 
3) Who in the hosta world would you like to meet and talk to for an afternoon? 
4) What is your favorite companion plant? We all know hosta is the primary! 
5) What is a hosta name that you think a hybridizer should use to name a great hosta? 

Future questions are also welcomed! 

 

HOSTAPHILE MAILING SOCIALS – Saturday, March 13th – 6:30 PM 
 
Our thanks go out to Elaine and Foster Cole for hosting the March 13, 2010 Hostaphile mailing social. Please join us for an 
evening with a little bit of work and a lot of fun putting together the “HOSTAPHILE” for mailing. Enjoy an few hours 
socializing with Hosta Society folks.  
If you are interested in hosting a mailing  social  at  your  house  or  another  gathering  spot,  please contact Darlene Addison 
at 952-546-3705, for details.  

 
Hosted by: Elaine and Foster Cole 

RSVP: darleneaddison@comcast.net 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 National Convention Planning Information 
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2010 AHS National Convention Chairs 
 
Please feel free to contact any of the following to volunteer your assistance: 
 
Convention Co-Chairs: Mary Schwartzbauer 651-437-8899 nschwartzbauer@aol.com 
               Connie Linder  952-476-6091 connielinder@mchsi.com 

Registration:   Desyl Peterson 952-473-7496 desyl@visi.com 

Treasurer:   Kim Larsen  651-457-6208 kim.larsen@rsparch.com 

Garden Selection:  Don Dean  763-421-2475 dedean@q.com 
    Bob Olson  952-920-8327 thehostajournal@hotmail.com 
    Steve Wafler  651-426-5554 s.wafler@comcast.net 
    Kim Larsen  651-457-6208 kim.larsen@rsparch.com 

Vending:   Elaine Cole  651-633-4549 e.cole@comcast.net 
Forster Cole 

Auction:  ` Ross Johnson  612-799-6829 ross_jb_johnson@yahoo.com   
    Laura Johnson  612-799-6827 drl_n_fil@yahoo.com 
 
Raffle:    Lisa Putnam & 651-222-8441  putnamgardens@hotmail.com 

Andy Putnam 

Hosta Show:   Kim Larsen  651-457-6208 kim.larsen@rsparch.com 

Busses/Captains:  Pam Hartley  651-490-5885 hartlypm@goldengate.net 

Convention Handbook: Ken Johnson  763-473-2246 kennthjohnson@msn.com 
    Audrey Johnson       

Handbook Advertisment: Carol Vander Velden 763-473-3629 

Programs:   Patrick Coleman 612-929-1759 plcoleman@mmm.com 

Decorations:   Marlene Wolinski 651-982-8204 mwolinski@forestlake.k12.mn.us 
    Gale Shuster  612-825-1162 galeschuster@msn.com 

Hostatality:   Gayle McGriff  763-559-5829 cgmcgriff@worldnet.att.net 
    Julie Jacobs  320-274-2334 starry4nocs@yahoo.com 
Procurement & 
Supply Officer:  Steve Wafler  651-426-5554 s.wafler@comcast.net 

Technology:   Rod Staggs  952-474-2913 

Classes/speakers/demos: Gregg Peterson 651-773-3975 petersonmn@q.com 

Volunteer Coordinator: Amy Peterson  651-773-3975 petersonmn@q.com 

Publicity/Communications: open 

Convention Bag:  open 

Convention Plant Handler: open 



 

January  2010                  MINNESOTA  HOSTA  SOCIETY     PAGE 8 

AHS On-line Auction 2010 

Hard to believe yet one more year has lapsed and brings us to our eighth annual American Hosta 
Society on-line auction. Events such as this require the efforts of many volunteers, representing numerous 
hours of dedicated time. Thanks goes out to those who are instrumental in providing the support, created 
the site, are vital to spreading the information, donors of materials being sold, and all those choosing to 
support the AHS with their bidding. Special thanks to Bob Axmear for once again allowing us to use the 
Hosta Library site. 

Each year many of you have kept our hosta society in mind and given generously. Let’s give it a 
go again this year. We all love to look at great pictures in January when the weather is less outdoor friendly, 
especially here in Minnesota, and dream of our next treasure to arrive in the mail next spring. 

BEGIN sending your donations any time beginning NOW. Use dedean@q.com. Include a 
paragraph description and digital photo. I can help with both of these, often getting back to you via email 
with questions or verification of info. 

All proceeds go directly to the society’s treasury. Auctions are a primary source of revenue to 
bring one of the world’s best horticultural journals to its members and libraries across North America and 
abroad. The Hosta Journal can only stand to increase its standing as a premier publication as a result of all 
of your support! 

 We are set up to receive payments through the AHS website, something newly instituted last year. All other elements of the auction 
remain intact. The rules and process include no changes from the past few years with the exception of the dates, January 16th though January 30th. 
Give them a read though to refresh your memory by accessing the auction through the American Hosta Society website at www.hosta.org. As in 
past years, I will post any critical information, reminders, and tips in the “Non-bid Important News” category of the auction site. Be sure to peek at 
these periodically for updates or corrections as well. 

Join the fun 

Don Dean, AHS On-line Coordinator 

2010 AHS On-Line Auction Kicks Off 
    by Don Dean 

Stars of the North - Convention Corner - 
Part I 
American Hosta Society Convention – June 23-26, 2010 
 
Now that the calendar says 2010 the countdown to the convention feels closer than ever.  Since the last newsletter, we’ve made a lot 
of progress in our convention planning activity. Here are a few of the highlights:   

• Our convention web site, www.starsofthenorth.net, is taking shape nicely thanks to the talented Mary 
Wickersham.  We are officially taking convention registrations and have a beautiful, colored convention 
promotion flyer that was recently mailed to every MHS and AHS member.    

• Carolyn Harstad, noted writer and author has visited each of the eight tour gardens and all of the 
Rochester gardens in her effort to write descriptions for the convention handbook.  This is no small task!  

• Vending chairs, Foster and Elaine Cole sent dozens of invitations to potential vendors.  Hosta growers from 
all over the country will come to our convention.  In addition to hostas, there will be books, yard art, 
jewelry, pottery and more.  Vending is a big part of the convention and is open to the public so plan on 
bringing your family and friends.   

• National favorites, Mark Zilis and Mike Shadrack will be our special guest speakers and they will have their 
books available for purchase. Frans Officer, local lily expert, will give a presentation on Martagon lilies.    

• Also be offering for the first time at a national convention, a full day botanical art painting class let by 
Marilyn Garber of the Minnesota School of Botanical Art.  In addition, students at the school are working 
over the winter to create botanical hosta paintings that will be displayed and sold at the convention.  Other 



MHS 2010 Calendar 
 

Jan 23 Midwest Regional Hosta Society Winter 
Scientific Meeting,  
Schaumburg, IL, Northern Illinois Hosta Society 

www.midwesthostasociety.org/meeting.html 
___________________________________________ 
 
Feb 6 MHS Board Meeting 
12:00 p  Bachman’s, Minneapolis, MN 
   
Feb 6   MHS General Meeting 
Speaker: Dave Wanninger, Beaver Creek Nursery, 
Poplar Grove, IL 
“Plants for Success in the Shade Garden” 
2:00p Bachman’s Heritage Room, Minneapolis, MN 

www.bachmans.com 
___________________________________________ 
   
Mar 1 Deadline for spring submissions to  
The Hostaphile 
___________________________________________ 
 
Apr 5 Deadline for summer submissions to  
The Hostaphile 
 
Apr 10   MHS Board Meeting 
12:00 p Ridgedale Library, Minnetonka, MN 
   
Apr 10   MHS General Meeting 
Speaker: Rob Mortko, Made in the Shade Gardens, 
Olathe, KS 
“Miracles Out of Nowhere, in Your Hosta Garden and 
Mine.” 
2:00p Ridgedale Library, Minnetonka, MN  

www.ridgedalelibrary.com 
 
Apr 10  MN Landscape Arboretum Plant Information Fair 
10:00a-2:00p Oswald Visitor Center, Chaska, MN 
MHS booth staffed by volunteers,  
contact Gregg Peterson if interested. 

www.arboretum.umn.edu 
___________________________________________ 
 
May 1 AHS National Convention Rally Day 
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, Bloomington, MN 
Convention work party, hosta plant sale, door prizes and 
fun.  All MHS members are invited to come and help 
out    
Time TBA 
 

May 15   Minneapolis Blooms Day  
9:00a-12:30p Logan Park Community Center, 
Minneapolis, MN 
MHS booth staffed by volunteers,  
contact Gregg Peterson if interested. 

www.minneapolisblooms.org/bloomsday.php 
___________________________________________ 
 
Jun 23-26  AHS National Convention 
“Stars of the North”  
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, Bloomington, MN 
Hosted by the Minnesota Hosta Society 

www.starsofthenorth.net 
___________________________________________ 
 
Jul 8-10  Midwest Regional Hosta Convention 
“American Gothic, The Tour” 
Renaissance Savery Hotel, Des Moines, Iowa 
Russ O’Harra Hosta Society 

www.rohs.org 
___________________________________________ 
 
Aug 9  Deadline for fall submissions to The Hostaphile 
___________________________________________ 
 
Oct 2   MHS Board Meeting 
Time & Location: TBA 
   
Oct 2   MHS General Meeting 
Speaker: Ken Harris,, St. Charles, IL  
“Hosta Photography” 
2:00p Location to be determined  
___________________________________________ 
 
Dec 5 MHS Holiday Party & White Elephant Gift 
Exchange  Time &Location: TBA 
 
Dec 6  Deadline for winter submissions to  
The Hostaphile 
___________________________________________ 

2011 
Jun 22-25 AHS National Convention 
  New England Hosta Society 
                          Marlborough, MA 
 
Jul 7-9 Midwest Regional Hosta 

ConventionWisconsin Hosta Society 
  Madison, WI
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Stars of the North - Convention Corner 

Stars of the North - Convention Corner - 
Part II 
American Hosta Society Convention – June 23-26, 2010 
 
You think your funny?  We are looking for a few witty folks to be the judges of the convention hosta contest.  This year the contest is:  “You 
know you’re a hostaholic when __________________”.  We will be taking contest entries via email and at the convention until June 24th.  
Please contact Connie Linder at connielinder@mchsi.com if you would like to be part of the judging panel.    
 
Just a reminder:  

• Carol Vander Velden – is coordinating advertising for our convention handbook.  If you would like to place an ad, 
please contact Carol at 763-473-3629.  

• Lisa and Andy Putnam – are running the convention Raffle.   If you would like to make a donation for the raffle 
please contact Lisa at 651-222-8451.   

• Amy Peterson is the Volunteer Coordinator for the convention.  We will need lots of volunteers to do jobs big and 
small before and during the convention.  Talk to Amy and she’ll get you set up to help, 651-773-3975.  We’re still 
looking for a couple of committee chairs - convention bag coordinator, and convention plant handler.   

• Donations Needed   - One way to keep the cost of a convention under control is by getting donations.  We are asking 
MHS members to consider donating items that we will need for the convention.  There will be lists of items needed at 
the next MHS meeting.  For example, we’re looking for many cases of water and pop and rolls of paper toweling. 
Donations can be made to our Supply Master, Steve Wafler, 651-426-5554.  Also, if you like to cook, our Hostatality 
committee is looking for people to make their favorite appetizer or pan of bars or cookies for the convention 
Hostatality room.  Contact Gayle McGriff at 763-559-5829 or Julie Jacobs at 320-274-2334. 

Convention Shirts and Sweatshirts For Sale 
 
At the February 6th meeting we will have convention t-shirts and zip front sweatshirts for sale. T-shirts are $20 and 
sweatshirts are $30.  Show your support by wearing your convention shirt.  They make great gifts too.    
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mary at 651-437-8899 or Connie at connielinder@mchsi.com. 

           
 

 

 
   STAMP 

  Minnesota Hosta Society  
            Kathy Haram , Membership Secy. 
             12005 Galaxie Ave 
             Apple Valley, MN 55124 

 


